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To the Honorable Commissioners, 
International Boundary and Water Commission, 
United States and Mexico, 
El Paso, Texas and Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua. 

Sirs: 

We respectfully submit for your consideration this Joint Report recommending the joint 
cooperative process between the United States and Mexico to implement an assessment 
program for the transboundary aquifers shared by both countries. 

L Background 

Since the decade of the 1970s, there exists within the framework of the International 
Boundary and Water Commission (IBWC), a process for the exchange of information on 
groundwater along the border between the United States and Mexico. Any issues of data 
or studies have been addressed on a case by case basis through mutual consultation as 
established in Resolution 6 ofIBWC Minute No. 242. 

By way of example, on December 2, 1997, the IBWC issued the "Joint Report of 
Principal Engineers Regarding Information Exchange and Mathematical Modeling in the 
El Paso, Texas and Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua Area Aquifer." The IBWC arranged for 
the exchange of groundwater data between both countries and the development of a 
bilingual publication that was produced jointly under this effort. 

On December 22, 2006, United States Public Law 109-448, the "United States-Mexico 
Transboundary Aquifer Assessment Act" was passed, establishing a program to evaluate 
transboundary aquifers between the United States and Mexico, which included the 
possibility of applying United States funds for assessment activities in Mexico. 

IL International Boundary and Water Commission's Position and Process 
Framework 

The IBWC, United States and Mexican Sections, are aware of the interest on both sides 
of the border to preserve and understand the aquifers used by both countries, whereby it 
is considered necessary to develop a team of binational experts to assess transboundary 
aquifers, exchange data, and if needed, develop new datasets. 

Initiatives that include transboundary water resources are traditionally coordinated 
through the IBWC using the customary binational cooperation process used by both 
























